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*Meeting was held virtually via RingCentral Meetings 

Board Members Present Board Members Absent 

West Valley Fire District  
Rick Mishler 
Roy Whitman 
Chris Greenhill 
Connie Brown 
Mike Alger 

None 

Administration Present 

Fred Hertel 
Mariah Prescott (V) 
Damon Schulze (V) 

Virtual- (V)    Arrives after roll call- (ARC) 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

Call to Order  

President Rick Mishler, West Valley Fire District, opened the meeting 
at 7:12 pm. The agency has a quorum of directors which allows 
deliberation and decision making.  Public comment will be taken per the 
agenda. 

ASA Discussion/Action 

Mishler suggests sending a letter to the county commissioners to state 
that West Valley does not plan on changing boundaries or giving up their 
ASA. Brown suggests reconsidering Grand Ronde because they may be 
able to provide better service.  
 
Motion: Greenhill Second: Mishler 
I motion to send a letter to the commissioners that West Valley will do 
everything in its power in order to meet and maintain its current ASA.  
Motion passes unanimously 
 
Greenhill appoints Connie Brown to represent the board for Yamhill 
County ASA. General discussion follows. Greenhill withdraws his original 
motion and makes the following. 
 
Motion: Greenhill Second: Mishler 
I motion to appoint Connie Brown as the West Valley liaison to represent 
us at Yamhill and Polk once they get their stuff up and running. 
Motion passes unanimously 
 

Staff Vehicle 
Update 

Discussion/Action 

Hertel explains that the pickup that was ordered is not available to due to 
COVID. The options are to cancel the order and receive their $1,000 back, 
or to wait with no price lock. 
 
Motion: Brown Second: Whitman 
I move to cancel the pickup order 
Motion passes unanimously 
 

Confederated 
Tribes of Grand 
Ronde 

Discussion 

Chief Steve Warden reads a letter to terminate the West Valley/CTGR 
agreement as of December 31, 2021. Warden states they will be able to 
provide ambulance service ahead of time and will be hiring immediately.  
 

West Valley Fire District 
Special Meeting Minutes – June 3, 2021 immediately following budget meeting - 825 NE Main St. Willamina, OR 

97396 



2 
 

Brown asks if any of the WVFD employees have committed to working for 
CTGR. Warden says there has been interest. Brown says she doesn’t want 
anyone to lose their job. 
 
Alger says they need to do what’s in the best interest of the District. He 
says other districts have their ambulances staged, that they don’t have to 
be in a building to meet the ASA, and if that what it takes to keep their 
response time down then that may be what they need to do. Alger says he 
is not against working with the tribe at all. Brown says her number one 
priority is keeping the ASA. Mishler says if all three districts pull out of the 
190 and they regroup, redo their admin staff, and use the money to hire a 
few people between Sheridan and West Valley. Whitman says Sheridan 
has decided what they want to do, and their city council has decided, and 
he thinks they have a better partner to the West. Mishler says they’re 
spending $870,00 between the two boards on administrative staff, and 
with that they could hire more employees. He says he doesn’t see a way 
forward with the current administrative staff.  Whitman and Greenhill 
argue that they’ve brought in more money and saved WVFD. Brown says 
to the line staff in the room that if they have ideas, they should feel free to 
bring them forward. Alger says his biggest fear is that if the Tribe takes half 
of WVFD staff, they won’t have enough staff or volunteers for a major fire. 
He thinks SWP has a lot to offer, including a stronger volunteer base, and if 
the Sheridan City Council hadn’t stopped the consolidation all four districts 
would have been great together. Whitman agrees. Alger expresses 
disappointment that they’re moving away from being a big team.  

Adjournment Action 

Motion: Greenhill Second: Whitman  
Motion to adjourn the special meeting 
Motion passes unanimously 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:57pm 

 

Upcoming meetings/events: 

• Joint Board Meeting 6-10-2021 

• Joint Budget Hearing 6-22-2021  

Board packet and handouts included: 

• Agenda 
 

 

In our Board Meetings, we agree to… 

• Begin and conclude meetings on time 

• Be on time and come prepared to participate 

• Be respectful, including: 

o Keeping our cell phones silent 

o Listening without interrupting when someone else is speaking 

o Allowing for all to contribute to the discussion 

o Honoring the Chair 

• Follow Robert’s Rules of Order for parliamentary procedures 

• Honor confidentiality 

• Have fun! 


