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*Meeting was held virtually via RingCentral Meetings 

Board Members Present Board Members Absent 
West Valley Fire District  
Rick Mishler 
Roy Whitman 
Chris Greenhill 
Connie Brown 
Mike Alger 

None 

Administration Present 

Fred Hertel 
Christine Talley 
Les Thomas (V) 
Damon Schulze (V) 

Virtual- (V)    Arrives after roll call- (ARC) 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

Call to Order  

President Rick Mishler, West Valley Fire District, opened the meeting 
at 6:06 pm. The agency has a quorum of directors which allows 
deliberation and decision making.  Public comment will be taken per the 
agenda. Pledge of Allegiance is recited. 

Roll Call  Mishler calls roll as delineated above. 

Approval of 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Motion: Brown Second: Whitman 
I move to adopt the June 3rd, 2021 minutes 
Passes unanimously 

Audience 
Participation 

Discussion 

Mishler adds more time for audience participation after Future Direction 
on the agenda. 
 
Harry Cooley says that documents is not being posted on the website. He 
also asks why we are doing something in a matter of days that should take 
months? 
 

Mike Alger Letter 
(not on the agenda) 

Discussion Mike Alger reads a letter he wrote to fellow board members. 

EMS Update Discussion/Action Hertel introduces staff update from BC Mock 

Surplus E183 Discussion 

Hertel introduces two staff reports. One report was given a month ago 
regarding E182 and E183. The other is a new report regarding E183.  
 
Motion: Whitman Second: Greenhill 
I move to surplus Engine 183. 
Motion Passes 
Brown – No; all others - Yes 

Future Direction Discussion/Action 

Mishler asked George Dunkel (SDAO) if he could give a presentation of 
how an interim Chief would work. Dunkel gives a short virtual 
presentation, saying they would recruit 2-3 people based on the district 
needs and then the board would select their candidate. The candidate 
would be an employee for the District, not SDAO. He warns there is 
currently not a deep pool of candidates. 
 
Mishler explains the finance committee has determined the budget needs 
to change, and that the Chief will have to check, but he has said the board 
can adjust up to 10% on the income and expenditure at the budget 
hearing. 
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Discussion follows for how they would be able to keep the current Fire 
Chief and administrative team. Greenhill says that he does not think 
Sheridan is a good fit because of Scot Breeden. Brown says Breeden did 
not destroy the whole thing, that he is only one of five board members. 
Mishler says the conclusion of the investigation involving Breeden didn’t 
really come out with anything, and that it has been made public. He says 
the recommendation by the investigator and West Valley’s lawyer was to 
move forward, without any recommendation for prosecution.   
 
Discussion of whether to partner with Sheridan or SW Polk.  
 
Discussion of Fire Authority with SW Polk. The West Valley Board agrees to 
accept SW Polk’s invitation to a meeting on Monday, June 21st.  Mishler 
asks Hertel to call Sheridan Board President Heidt to schedule a meeting 
with West Valley. 
 
Alger asks Hertel if he has the same proposal and staffing plan for WVFD as 
he had for SW Polk’s last meeting. Hertel says he has not been able to 
build it, but they essentially did the same thing with the finance committee 
prior to this meeting. Alger asks if that is something they can look at by 
Monday night. Hertel says he thinks so.  

Director Comments Discussion/Action 

Motion: Brown Second: Mishler 
I move to start keeping minutes in a hard copy notebook in the main 
station meeting room in addition to the electronic copies.  
Motion passes unanimously 
 
Greenhill would like to explore the funding available for a 30, 60, or 90-day 
agreement with Sheridan for Administrative Services. He would also like to 
know what it would cost for a 180-day IGA with SWP.  

Audience 
Participation 

 

Ryan Mehlhoff thanks the board for the improved dialogue and attitudes 
this evening. 
 
Rita Baller says she sees promising things here. She says the city has 
contracted with a professional group that does hiring, mediation, etc., and 
asks if the fire district has anything like this. Mishler says yes. She asks that 
any votes, other than setting meetings, be set aside until the district can 
find out the answers it needs. 
 
Brown thanks the staff and apologizes for the stress they are under. 
 
Whitman says he is not against Scot Breeden, but he is trying to 
understand why things changed. 

Adjournment Action 

Motion: Greenhill Second: Brown 
I motion to adjourn 
Motion passes unanimously 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm 

 

Upcoming meetings/events: Board packet and handouts included: 
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• Joint Board Meeting 6-10-2021 

• Joint Budget Hearing 6-22-2021  

• Agenda 
 

 

In our Board Meetings, we agree to… 

• Begin and conclude meetings on time 

• Be on time and come prepared to participate 

• Be respectful, including: 

o Keeping our cell phones silent 

o Listening without interrupting when someone else is speaking 

o Allowing for all to contribute to the discussion 

o Honoring the Chair 

• Follow Robert’s Rules of Order for parliamentary procedures 

• Honor confidentiality 

• Have fun! 


